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wealthy Indian businessmen provided funds and backing
for a party which nominally advanced a programme aimed
against them. To him, this indicated that whatever the
mouthpieces of Congress might say in public, its brains
and organisers were supplied by quarters which would
certainly not be overjoyed by thorough-going Socialism,
let alone Communism.
" Apart from any other consideration, my dear Dorothy,"
he explained, " it is of the essence of Communism that
it should cause tremendous upheavals. When the British
go, there will be quite enough upheaval. Congress leaders
will become the new vested interests with the strongest
of all possible motives for preventing the Communists
from growing too powerful. And if the Communists try
to fight it out, they will be dealt with much more rapidly
and firmly than we have ever done, or are ever likely to do.
We've got to the stage of taking accusations of oppression
levelled against us much more seriously to heart than they
are taken by those who make them. They bring the charges
as a means of applying pressure. They don't have to believe
in oppression in order to use slogans which will arouse the
masses to civil disobedience and thus touch the hearts of
your countrymen, who manage to be so astonishingly
sentimental about the lot of any peoples outside the United
States. If we arrest a lineal and moral descendant of the
original Thugs, the case is a gift; and a further proof of
our determination to perpetuate our brutal subjugation of
the Indians; with the result that we shun action against
those who most richly deserve to be locked up, thereby
encouraging shady characters of all descriptions to climb
on the Congress band-waggon.
" There is a nasty shock coming to a great many people
when they have to deal with an independent Indian
Government," he continued. " The Indian is not senti-
mental. He has a potential of ruthlessness, which, had we
possessed it, would have made the present prestige of